
 

  

SPRING 2020 

ANNUAL MEETING ELECTIONS AND VOTING AUGUST 15 2020 

Your current Directors on the LIPOA Board 

  District 1: John Dauffenbach    Term expires in 2021  
  District 2:  Norm Burmeister     Term expires in 2022  
  District 3: Larry Russell  President  Term expires in 2022   
  District 4: Colleen Ahlstrom  Treasurer  Term expires in 2020  (up for election) 
  District 5: Fernando Terreros      Term expires in 2020 (up for election) 
  District 6: Alain Shannon        V President    Term expires in 2021 

  District 7: William Keelean               Term expires in 2020  (up for election) 
  District 8: Christine Belanger    Term expires in 2020 (up for election) 
  District 9: David King      Term expires in 2021 

 

  Districts 4,5,7,8 are up for election at the annual  meeting. Please submit a letter  of 
intent by Aug 5th if you reside in and wish to run in your district. 
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Calendar of LIPOA Events 2020                                Local Advertisers 

May 

5 - Lake/ River Meeting, 6:30 pm 

11 - Parks Committee Meeting, 1 pm 

13-  Board Meeting, 7 pm 

16 - Village-Wide Yard Sales 

16- Campground opens 

25 - Office closed for Memorial Day 

June 

2  - Lake Committee Meeting, 6:30 pm 

8- Parks Meeting, 1 pm 

10 - Board Meeting, 7 pm 

July 

4- 5K/FunWalk -Fireworks 

7- Lake Committee Meeting, 6:30 pm 

8- Board Meeting, 7 pm 

13- Parks Committee Meeting, 1 pm 

18- Annual Membership Picnic  
August 
4 - Lake Committee Meeting, 6:30 pm 

10- Parks Committee Meeting, 1 pm 

12 - Board Meeting, 7 pm 

15 - Annual Membership Meeting, 9 am 

September 
1- Lake Committee Meeting, 6:30 pm, LIPOA 
Office 

7- Closed 

9- Board Meeting, 7 pm 

October 
1 – Fall/Winter hours (Tues-Fri 8-4) 
6 – Lake Committee Meeting, 6:30 pm, 
LIPOA Office 

12- Parks Committee Meeting, 1 pm 

14 – Board Meeting, 7 pm 

15 – Storage Fees Due/ Drawdown 
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 THE LIPOA or THE VILLAGE OF LAKE ISABELLA     

 What Does the LIPOA Office Do?  What does the Village Office Do?   
We get these questions a lot when property owners have questions and concerns that need 
to be addressed.  Let’s look and see what they both do. 

The purpose of the LIPOA shall be to : 
1) Protect and provide for the general welfare of all who live and own  
property at Lake Isabella. 
2) To place emphasis on recreation, health, safety, and environmental concerns. 
3) To develop and maintain all common properties. 
 

The LIPOA is governed by a Board of Directors and is supported by various Board of Director 
Committees made of LIPOA members.  The board meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month. 
The LIPOA collects the lake fee and dues based on platted lots and allows lake access.  The 
LIPOA maintains the lake, parks, dock spaces, pavilions, storage area and campground.  The 
LIPOA hosts a 5K, annual membership picnic and annual business meeting. 
 

 

 

The Village of Lake Isabella is a public body  
and does have the power of law.  

 

 

It was established by state law and is governed by an elected Village Council. A Planning 
Commission and various committees and boards assist the Council in the operation of the Vil-
lage. General duties of the Council, by Charter, are to provide for the public peace, health, 
safety and the general welfare of persons and property. All legislation is by Ordinance or by 
Resolution of the Council. The Council has the power to levy and collect taxes for municipal 
purposes. The Council has power to determine the necessity of local or public improvements 
and to establish special assessment districts. It has the right and power to develop and main-
tain public utilities. All things done are for the good of the public.  
The Village Office collects property taxes and special assessments. They maintain the streets, 
provide public safety and ordinance enforcement, planning and zoning, recycling service, and 
rental property permits and inspections. 

http://www.lakeisabellami.org/
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Things to Remember…...Notes from the Office     

• Don’t forget to lock the gates during winter and remember to lock the chain on the boat 
launches during summer.   

• Please remove your trash from the dock areas and parks.  If you reserve a pavilion, we will 
provide cans and liners for trash, but you are responsible to remove the trash.   

• Have a concern about the porta potty?  Please call the office.   
• Golf carts and ORVs are permitted but there are ordinances that govern their use.  These 

are available on our website and on the Village website.  Be legal and be safe. 
• Interested in more activities in our parks?  Join our parks committee.  The committee 

meets on the second Monday of the month at the LIPOA office at 1 pm.  Come and share 
your ideas. 

• Sold, moving, buying another lot?  Please notify the office.  We do get info from the village 
and townships but it can take time.  Also notify us of address or phone number changes. 

 

• Stop by and visit our lending library. 
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS 
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Operations Manager of LIPOA:  George King 

Manager Report 
Unlike years past when the lake would draw down when it’s supposed to draw down… it didn’t. It was 
the first time in 8 years that it has not. It did  only go down 36” last year (2018), but last fall and even 
through out the early winter months, all we had was rain, so it didn’t go down. Made it easy on the shore 
walkers. 
Last year we bid out the lake contract and we contracted a new provider. After 12 years, new products are 
being used that look to be working well in most areas. We are having reports of chopped up weeds from 
props but that is because the lake has been low all summer with the lack of rain. I hope the rain does not 
come this fall messing up the draw down again.  
This year we tried out coyote silhouettes in South Park to combat the geese which worked for about 2 
days even with moving them around. I think they became friends after that. It is amazing that 4 or 5 pairs 
can have such large hatches. 
We have added more “No Wake” buoys upstream to protect property there so please respect the neigh-
bors. I would also like to add that further upstream is not the place to run jet skis wide open. I get the com-
plaints from those residents also. 
The fish stories I have heard this year have been very good. Our last walleye plant of 6 to 8 inches are 
now just shy of 15 with many being caught. Next year that batch should be keepers. The red-ear sunfish, 
they have a backwards “C” on the gill plate that is orange or red have grown nicely. They were only 5 to 6 
inches when they were planted and at least one has been caught that was 14” and 2 ½ inches across. One 
filet is a dinner! The bass fishing has been great also. 
The Covid has really messed things up for all of us this year. No 5K or picnic and still not sure about the 
Annual Meeting. We do have 4 seats open, district’s 4, 5, 7, and 8, but we may end up having voters in 
those districts come by the office to vote so the resident’s district can be verified and the vote counted 
properly if we don’t have the meeting. If you wish to run, please submit a Letter of Intent to the office by 
August 3rd. More to come on that so please stay tuned. 
We were able to purchase a couple small implements to help the maintenance guys in the parks this year 
with beaches and posts. So far so good. The mowers we have purchased over the past few years are really 
panning out in reducing our repair expenses. Years past, we always had equipment down and in for re-
pairs.  The mowers (3), are running about 100 hours per week at least through the middle of the year so 
other than changing blades and regular maintenance it has paid off. Hope I didn’t just jinx it! 
I want to thank all of our residents for being patient this year, opening late, locks, keys, seawalls, boat 
spaces, stickers…. Just about everything. We weathered the storm and made it work with the restrictions 
on us, so THANK YOU! 
A big SHOUT OUT to Rod, Don, Bob, Alicia, and our new temp Kylie for keeping the inside and outside 
in order. Thank you for your effort. 
George 
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The staff of the Village and LIPOA have decided again this year in lieu of exchanging gifts 
with one another we would adopt a family. We have jointly made this decision for over 15 
years and our donations have grown since the beginning with help of the entire community. 
Last year we were able to raise a little over three thousand dollars. Again, we would like to 
formally invite the entire community to participate in our 2020 Holiday Adoption program. 
Donations are a tax deductible. In addition, non-perishable foods and household items are 
always appreciated as we also donate to the Weidman Food Pantry and the Women’s Shelter. 
Please help us make this a special holiday season for a family or two in our area. If you wish 
to participate, please call us at 989-644-8654, ask for Jessica or 989-644-3326, and ask for 
Alicia.  
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Boat operator-age restrictions - who may operate a boat? 

Who May Operate a Boat 
Those less than 12 years of age : 
• may legally operate a boat powered by a motor of no more than 6 horsepower (hp) without restrictions. 
• may legally operate a boat powered by a motor of more than 6 hp, but no more than 35 hp, only if they: 
have been issued a boating safety certificate and have it on board; and 

 are directly supervised on board by a person at least 16 years of age. 
may not legally operate a boat powered by a motor of more than 35 hp legally under any conditions. 
Those born on or after July 1, 1996 may legally operate a boat only if they have been issued a boating 
safety certificate and have it on board. 
Those born before July 1, 1996 may legally operate a boat without restrictions. 
Who May Operate a Personal Watercraft  
Those less than 14 years of age may not legally operate a personal watercraft (PWC) (ie. jet ski, wave run-
ner). 
Those 14 and 15 years of age may legally operate a PWC if they have obtained a boating safety certifi-
cate; and is 

• accompanied on board by their parent, legal guardian or by a person who has been designated by the 
parent or legal guardian and is at least 21 years of age; or 

operating or riding the PWC at a distance of not more than 100 feet from their parent, legal guardian or by 
a person who has been designated by the parent or legal guardian and is at least 21 years of age. 

Those at least 16 years of age and born after Dec. 31, 1978 may legally operate a PWC only if they have 
obtained a boating safety certificate. 
Those born on or before December 31, 1978 may operate a PWC legally without restrictions. 

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79119_79144_79642---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79119_79144_79642---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79119_79144_79642---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79119_79144_79642---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79119_79144_79642---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79119_79144_79642---,00.html
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According to a 2011 report, the gypsy moth is now one of the most destructive insects in the eastern United States; it and other foliage-

eating pests cause an estimated $868 million in annual damages in the U.S. 

 

Gypsy Moth larvae can devastate a forest. Found to feed on hundreds of different species of plants and fa-
voring oaks and aspens, they are a threat to Pennsylvania forests and landscapes. ... Gypsy Moth caterpillars 
have distinct markings separating them from other caterpillars.  
 

We have found the gypsy moth at Lake Isabella and will be working with county officials and the Village to 
find a solution. 

 

 

  

Gypsy Moth 
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Lake.isabella@outlook.com      1096 QUEENS WAY                     989-644-3326 
www.lipoa.org                               LAKE ISABELLA MI  48893       FAX 989-644-5361 

Lake Isabella 2020 

Drawdown Notification 

Drawdown will start on or about 
October 15, 2020.  

 

As a property owner, you are receiving this 
notice because of the requirements of 

MDEQ permit 11-37-0018-P.  
We are also looking for volunteers to walk the exposed lake bottom while the lake is receding to 
document and place stranded mussels and fish back into the water. See lipoa.org for details and 

training. 

http://www.lipoa.org

