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 Did you know that the draw down will begin on after October 15  each year? 

 Did you know that the lake must be raised based on water temperature in the 
spring to allow the fish to spawn? 

 Did you know that the LIPOA must walk the shoreline to rescue/relocate any 
stranded water life caused by the drawdown? 

 Did you know that this is the 6th year for the draw down?  A four foot draw down 
was done in 2012 and since then it has been a six foot draw down.  Permit needed. 

 Did you know the “old” gate takes 768 cranks to open it four feet? 

 Did you know the “new” gate takes 192 cranks to open it four feet? 

 Did you know the gates are monitored during the drawdown and we are allowed to 
lower the lake a maximum of 6 inches per day.  After the water stops going over the 
dam, the gates only allow the lake to lower by about 3 inches a day? 

 Did you know that nature can raise the lake faster than George can?  Spring rain! 

 Did you know the Michigan DEQ, Michigan DNR Fisheries, Isabella Drain Commis-
sioners office, The Saginaw Chippewa Tribe, The Village of Lake Isabella and both 
Sherman and Broomfield Townships are all involved in the draw down process? 

 Did you know the draw down helps in three ways? 

 1. Exposes lake bottom weeds to freezing. 

 2.  Bank erosion caused by ice is reduced. 

 3.  Riparian owners can clean the lake bottoms 
      of weeds and debris (manually only) and  
      allows repairs or installation of seawalls 
      and riprap. (Permits may be required) 
 
 Did you know you can learn more about the lake, 

     the dam and the LIPOA at our regular meetings?      

     The second Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. 

What do you know about the Draw Down? 

FALL  2017 
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Calendar of LIPOA Events 2018                                Local Advertisers 

October 

1 – Fall/Winter hours begin 

3 – Lake / River Meeting, 6:30pm 

11 – Board Meeting, 7 pm 

15 – DRAWDOWN BOATS OUT 

15—Storage Fees Due  

30—Docks out of LIPOA Parks 

November 

7 – Lake / River Meeting, 6:30pm 

8 – Board Meeting, 7 pm, LIPOA Office 

23-24 Thanksgiving:  Office Closed 

December 

5 – Lake / River Meeting, 6:30pm 

13 – Board Meeting, 7 pm, LIPOA Office 

22-Jan 2- Office Closed for Holiday 

January 

2 – Office Opens after Holidays 

2 - Lake/River Meeting 

10 - Board Meeting 7pm 

February 

6 – Lake/River Meeting 6:30pm 

14 – Board Meeting 7pm 

March 

6 – Lake/River Meeting 6:30pm 

14 – Board Meeting 7pm 

15 – Priority Dock Requests Due  

April 

1 – Fees /Dues Due, Summer Hours Begin 

3 – Lake/River Meeting 6:30pm 

9 – Parks Committee Meeting, 1pm 

10 – DOCK DAY 

11 – Board Meeting, 7 pm, 

15 - Seasonal Camping Requests Due 

  Looking Ahead in 2018 

May 28: Closed for Memorial Day 

5K Race and Fun Walk TBD 

July 21: Membership Picnic 

August 18:  Annual Membership Meeting 

September 3: Closed for Labor Day 
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 SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ADVERTISERS  
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Community 

The Lions Club has a collection box for used glasses in our office. 

Throughout the year, Lions collect used eyeglasses and deliver them to          
regional Lions Eyeglass Recycling Centers (LERCs). LERC volunteers clean, 
sort by prescription strength and package the glasses. Recycled glasses are   
distributed to people in need in low and middle income communities where they 
will have the greatest impact. 

Stop  by a n d  vis it  
ou r   

Len d in g Libra ry  

a t  th e LIPOA Office.  
 

The LIPOA and the Village of Lake Isabella have partnered each year to collect funds to 

assist less fortunate families in our community.  Jessica, in the Village office, sends out 

reminder letters to those that have participated in past year. 

Last year our community raised over $2,500 to help our adopted family, the food pantry 

in Weidman, Toys for Tots, Woman's Aide, and St. Jude's.   

Working Together We Can Make a Difference. 

We anticipate your cooperation again this year. 
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 Notes from the Office     

As quickly as the seasons go by, so do the years.   Six years ago, I joined George at the LIPOA 

and yes, we do get a little crazy at times, but we also have figured out fees and dues and 

“dam” things and campground rules and who has a storage space and who should not!  Etc., 
Etc. 

We started off in April with our busiest Dock Day since we started.   The Annual Membership 

meeting in June fell short of the needed members to conduct business and we scheduled a 

special meeting to coincide with the picnic.   The Annual 5K was a little smaller this year.  But 

well handled with the Russell crew.  We had our largest picnic this year with about 400 in at-

tendance and combined with a membership meeting, it was a full day.  Staff, Board Directors 

and many other  volunteers made it a great day.  Holiday weekends we had a full campground 

with half of the sites filled with seasonal campers.  The last event of the season is the draw 

down.  

So that leaves those long winter months ahead for updating the data base with new owners 

and preparing for the next billing.   

I am excited to see so many people using the Lending Library and helping to keep it organ-

ized.  We have fiction arranged by author.  Stop by and browse.   

                                                                    Dorothy 

 

 

 

Don’t forget the 
chocolate! 
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A Reminder of Michigan’s Boating Laws                                 

 Getting to know the lake                                                              

 

Insert two pages of starry stonewort info from CLMP 
You may remove the headings on the page if needed 

STOP    Starry Stonewort 
Nitellopsis obtusa 

Do you want to know 

if starry stonewort or 

other invasive plants 

are in your lake?  

 

Visit: 
 

https://micorps.net/
news/eapw-video-2016/ 

What is starry stonewort? 

Starry stonewort is an aggressive aquatic invasive macroalgae that was 
accidently introduced by ballast water to North America in the late 1970s. 
Unlike algae you find floating in lakes, starry stonewort is large, anchored to 
the bottom of lakes, and resembles common aquatic plants. Starry stonewort  
is able to grow in shallow as well as deeper water (up to 30 feet). It was first 
discovered in Michigan at Lake St. Clair in 1983. Since the mid 2000s starry 
stonewort has become widespread in inland lakes throughout much of lower 
Michigan.   

Why is starry stonewort a problem? 

Starry stonewort can produce dense “meadows” that  cover large areas of a 
lake basin. In shallow water, these meadows can reach the water’s surface and 
create large tangled mats. The dense meadows of starry stonewort can hinder 
recreation and may reduce fish habitat and cause the loss of beneficial native 
plants. 

How does it spread? 

Starry stonewort spreads from fragments of itself or by the star-shaped 
bulbils. There is no seed dispersal since only male plants have been observed 
in North America. Boat trailers, anchors, and other equipment are the most 
likely means for spreading starry stonewort fragments and bulbils from lake to 
lake.  

Quick Facts: 

 Native to Europe and 
parts of Asia 

 Can spread by 
hitchhiking on boats 
and other equipment 

 Most easily identified 
by the presence of star
-shaped bulbils, when 
present 

A. D. Dow 

The unique star-shaped bulbil of 
starry stonewort. These structures are 
used by the plant for reproduction. 

P. Skawinski 



 

7 

 

Getting to know the lake            

Insert two pages of starry stonewort info from CLMP 
You may remove the headings on the page if needed Starry stonewort creates dense 

mats that easily catch on anchors 

and other boating gear.  

Starry stonewort  

native look-alikes: 
 Muskgrass (Chara sp.) 
 Stonewort (Nitella sp.) 

Partners 

Exotic Aquatic Plant  Watch 

c/o Erick Elgin 

Michigan State University 

 

 

480 Wilson Rd. 
13 Natural Resources Bldg. 
East Lansing, MI 48824 

(517) 353-3234 / elgineri@msu.edu 

If the bulbils are not present identification can be difficult. To distinguish starry 
stonewort from its most common native look-alikes, look for: 

 Forking - Starry stonewort grows bracts that give the branchlets an unevenly 
forked appearance, whereas, all native Nitella sp. branchlets fork evenly. 

 Cells - Starry stonewort stems are smooth and only feel rough if covered in 
mineral deposits. Native Chara sp., on the other hand, have many long cells 
running up and down the stem causing them to feel rough.  

What can I do? 

Check and remove all plant material from your equipment every time you leave or 
enter a water body. Monitoring public boat landings may also stop the spread of 
this species into a lake. 

If starry stonewort has already invaded your lake you can mechanically or hand 
remove small areas. In cases of a larger invasion, herbicide will likely be required. 
You must be a certified pesticide applicator to apply aquatic herbicide. State 
permits may be required. 

Having problems identifying starry stonewort? Please send us a sample! 

Send a dried specimen wrapped in wax paper and placed in a zip-top plastic bag. 
Label the bag with: 1) collection date, 2) lake name, county, and/or GPS location, 
and 3) collector contact information. Please send samples and questions to : 

 

Identification 

Starry stonewort is a grass-

like submersed species 

that is most easily 

identified by white, 2-5 
mm star-shaped bulbils 

that are produced on clear 

thread-like structures 

called rhizoids. These 
bulbils can be found all 

over the plant and 
throughout the year.  
 

No other plant in the 
Midwest has these star-

shaped bulbils.  

5 - 8 branchlets per 

whorl  

Stem is smooth and green. There 
may be a whitish coating of minerals 

covering the stem. 

Branchlets have one or more 
short bracts, which give the 

branchlet an unevenly forked 
appearance 

Star-shaped structures 

called bulbils (~4 mm) 
are produced on clear 

threads.  

Starry Stonewort 

Nitellopsis obtusa 

Adapted from Paul Skawinski and the Wisconsin Citizen Lake Monitoring Network 

Please visit us at: 
www.micorps.net  

A. D. Dow 
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Operations Manager of LIPOA:                                         George King 

It sure was a dry summer other than the heavy rain we had during June. The lake has been 

running at the lowest level in the past six years.  It was never hot other than the last week of 

September which set records, Mt. Pleasant being the hottest town in the entire country at 

1:30 PM Saturday the 23
rd

.  

The weed spray in June knocked down most of the Milfoil and other native plants, but the in-

vasive Starry Stonewort took off like gangbusters shortly after especially in August as the wa-

ter clarity improved. We made arrangements for a special spray application to knock it back 

down before the Labor Day holiday.  

The Annual Picnic had the largest attendance since Dorothy and I have been here (6 yrs) push-

ing almost 400 visitors for food and fun.  That was a very busy day and I’d like to thank every-
one who helped, both scheduled staff and directors and volunteers, for their effort to make 

this an enjoyable event. 

As we enter the draw down season, we are looking for volunteers to walk the lake bottom 

shoreline as it goes down. This is necessary to move any lake “creatures” back into the water 
until we reach the six foot down level. If you would like to participate, actually it’s good walk-
ing exercise, stop by the office and we’ll get you set up with an area to cover. 

A big THANK YOU to Rod, Don, and Larry for keeping the parks in great condition, and both 

Dorothy and Alicia for keeping the office running smooth. Together we make a difference. 

Since summer went by so fast, it seems strange to say we hope 

you have safe travels this winter to warmer climates and wonder-

ful holidays with family and friends.  For those of us not heading 

south, the same holiday wishes to you. And now it is time to dust 

off the winter gear. 

        See you in the spring!        George 

I ’ D RATHER BE BOATING !  

We are currently accepting Donations for the Fish Fund 

The donation form and letter can be found at our website or in the office. 

Please make checks payable to: 

LIPOA FISH FUND 
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SHOP LOCAL KEEP OUR ECONOMY STRONG 
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lakeisabella@winntel.net        1096 QUEENS WAY                      989-644-3326 
www.lipoa.org                               LAKE ISABELLA MI  48893       FAX 989-644-5361 

Drawdown will start on or about October 15, 2017.  
 

As a property owner, you are receiving this notice because of the 
requirements of MDEQ permit 11-37-0018-P.  

 

Your watercraft must be removed from Lake Isabella no later than October 15, 2017.  
 

Docks must be removed from LIPOA Parks by October 30, 2017. 

We are also looking for volunteers to walk the exposed lake 
bottom while the lake is receding to document and place 

stranded mussels and fish back into the water.  
See lipoa.org for details and training times. 

Lake Isabella 2017 
Drawdown Notification 
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